Species of Coralliophila are well-known cnidarian associates. Coralliophila clathrata, an obligate symbiont of the colonial zoanthid sea anemone Palythoa, feeds on nematocysts and zooxanthellae sloughed off in the host mucus (Robertson 1980) . Coralliophila abbreviata rapidly consumes coral tissues causing substantial colony mortality. Coralliophila violacea remains sedentary and taps into coral energy reserves, a ''prudent'' sessile feeding strategy that allows the snails to feed without moving over long periods, maximizing energy exploitation while minimizing coral damage and mortality (Oren et al. 1998) .
